
Was there a  
teacher who made  
an impact  
on your life? 

Submit your story at 
hawaiieducationassociation.org  
or post it on social media.  
Tag @hawaiieducationassociation 
on Facebook or @hawaiieducation 
on Instagram and use the hashtag 
#MyAwesomeTeacher.

HEA Honors Teachers Through 
#MyAwesomeTeacher Campaign 
Many of us can recall a teacher who encouraged, motivated, or inspired us, and who 
taught us critical lessons that have lasted to this day.

As the Hawaii Education Association (HEA) marks our 100th anniversary in 2021, we want 
to honor and celebrate educators statewide for the vital work they do in shaping the 
next generation. Our goal is to recognize at least 100 teachers and professors, past and 
present, through our #MyAwesomeTeacher campaign across our website, social media 
and other communications. We are honored to have received dozens of stories so far 
from students, parents, working professionals, and community figures. Many educators 
have also shared their stories about the teachers who inspired them to pursue teaching 
as a career!
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Accent Hawaii is now Educator Connection! 
Want to receive this newsletter electronically? Let us know by emailing hea.office@hawaiieducationassociation.org.

Teachers who have shared stories include (clockwise from top left): Candy Suiso, retired educator 
from Waianae High School; Kurt Dela Cruz, senior advisor at UH Hilo; Sarah Kern, HEA scholarship 
recipient and 7th grade teacher at Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle School; and Kevin Matsunaga, digital 
media teacher at Chiefess Kamakahelei Middle School.



Aloha Members!
It has now been over a year since our lives were turned upside down by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and we have since learned a new way of life and 
adjusted to a new set of routines. Although the changes we have faced over 
the last year have definitely been challenging, I have enjoyed watching the 
rain transform the plants and hills of Diamond Head into a brighter shade of 
green.  

Now, I look forward to watching HEA transform into a new, brighter version of 
itself as well. 

This year, HEA is celebrating 100 years of advancing education in Hawaii. 
HEA has a long and rich history of supporting teachers throughout the 
state and with the help of our new partner, Olomana Loomis ISC, we will 
be undergoing a transformation so we can best provide teachers with 
the connection, support and resources they need to ensure the future of 
education in Hawaii is a bright one. 

You may have noticed that our quarterly newsletter has been refreshed. 
Formerly known as Accent Hawaii, the new Educator Connection newsletter 
features more stories about remarkable local educators and the many 
initiatives that are underway at HEA. We hope you enjoy this special 100th 
anniversary edition of Educator Connection, which includes a two-page 
timeline of the significant milestones and achievements in HEA’s history. 

As a member of HEA, thank you for your commitment to supporting teachers, 
and for your dedication to the advancement of education in Hawaii. We truly 
couldn’t do this important work without you.

Keep well!

June Motokawa 
BOARD PRESIDENT

2020-2021  
Board of 
Directors

President 
June Motokawa

Vice President 
Joan Lee Husted

Treasurer 
Justin Wong

Directors 
Janice Bond 

Pilialoha Lee Loy 
Joan Lewis 
Wilbur Luna 

Meredith Maeda 
Jacqueline Yanagi

Congratulations to Our Re-Elected  
Board Members for 2021-2022!

Joan Lee Husted
Retired HSTA ED  
& DOE Educator

Joan Lewis
Instructional Coach, 

Kapolei High  
School

Justin Wong
Retired DOE 

Educator

Jacqueline Yanagi
Teacher, Waiahole 

Elementary  
School

A Message from the President: 
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Our Vision
To affirm the professionalism 

of Hawaii’s educators.

Our Mission
To strengthen excellence  

in education:

• Advocate teaching as a 
profession.

• Support pre-service and 
in-service educators.

• Advance professional 
learning for effective 
teaching.

Hawaii Education Association 
1953 South Beretania Street, Suite 5C 

Honolulu, HI 96826

Tel: 808.949.6657

Fax: 808.944.2032

hea.office@hawaiieducationassociation.org



Mahalo to Janice Bond  
for 10 years of Service
On behalf of HEA’s members, the Board of Directors and staff, we extend our 
sincerest mahalo to Janice Bond who will be concluding her term on the board 
on June 30, 2021. Mrs. Bond has generously served 10 years on our board, 
and was a member of the Finance, Scholarship and TAAC Committees. We are 
grateful for her efforts on Kauai to recruit new members, find TAAC advisors 
and encourage so many students to become teachers. For the past several 
years, Mrs. Bond has represented HEA at our booth at the Kauai Chapter HSTA 
Teacher Institute Day. We wish Mrs. Bond the very best in her future endeavors. 
She will continue to serve as a member of HEA’s Scholarship Committee.

HEA Welcomes Jonathon Medeiros  
as New Director
Mr. Medeiros has taught at Kauai High School for over 15 years. During his time 
at Kauai High, he has held various positions including ELA department head, 
Gay-Straight Alliance school club co-advisor and Upper Academy co-lead. Other 
educational programs that he has been involved with include: designing and 
directing the Kauai Teacher Fellowship, serving as a member of the Leadership 
Institute, and opening the AP program to all Kauai High School students. 
Mr. Medeiros has not only achieved certification from the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards, but has become an advocate and leader for 
National Board certification.
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HEA Launches New Website
Our website has a new look! It is easier than ever 
to donate, become a member, renew your dues, or 
apply for scholarships. Enjoy our new Stories section 
and be inspired by amazing educators from across 
the state.

Visit hawaiieducationassociation.org  
or scan the QR code to check it out!

Hawaii Education Association 
1953 South Beretania Street, Suite 5C 

Honolulu, HI 96826

Tel: 808.949.6657

Fax: 808.944.2032

hea.office@hawaiieducationassociation.org



A century 
of supporting 
teachers
The Hawaii Education Association was formed in 
1921 to help Hawaii educators in their fi ght for better 
pay and work conditions. A hundred years later, 
HEA is a champion for the teaching profession and 
supports the professional excellence of educators at 
all schools and all grade levels statewide.

King Kamehameha III, 
as part of his eff orts to 
modernize Hawaii, establishes a public education 
system where attendance is compulsory through the 
age of 14. It is the fi rst public education system west of 
the Mississippi and, to this day, the only one formed by 
a sovereign monarch.

HEA forms the HEA 
Insurance Agency for its 
members, and ramps up 
its programs to attract 
students to education 
careers and to provide 
professional development 
for teachers.

HEA begins a 
creative writing 
contest for 
educators. Later, 
HEA opens the contest to students 
to promote literary excellence. The 
program becomes so popular that 
HEA holds annual awards receptions 
and publishes the winning entries in 
books that are distributed to students 
and public libraries statewide.

Today, HEA off ers six types of 
scholarships to support education 
and professional development 
for students intending to teach, 
student teachers, and in-service 
educators. Over the past 20 
years, more than $300,000 has 
been awarded to hundreds of 
recipients.

HEA launches the program that 
later becomes Teaching As A 
Career (TAAC), an initiative that 
provides grants to teachers 
establishing on-campus clubs 
that encourage students to 
go into education. To date, 
HEA has provided more than 
$20,600 to clubs at 29 public 
high schools on fi ve islands.

HEA sells its Kalakaua Ave. 
property and relocates to its 
current location at 1953 South 
Beretania Street. 

HEA, in partnership with HSTA, launches the 
Excellence in Teaching and Learning (ExTL) 
initiative that provides professional development 
opportunities for teachers.
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2012

Public education 
is established in 
Hawaii

HEA adds new 
member benefi ts and 
programs

Writing 
contests beginHEA establishes fi rst 

teacher scholarship

HEA launches 
program to develop 
the next generation of 
teachers

HEA relocates

More professional 
development programs

HEA leads and testifi es at the 1968 
Constitutional Convention to make collective 
bargaining a constitutional right for 
government employees. After voters approve 
the measure by a 2-1 ratio, HEA supports 
the transition of collective bargaining for 
educators to the unions. This was the 
beginning of the Hawaii State Teachers 
Association (HSTA), the University of Hawaii 
Professional Assembly (UHPA), and Unit 
6 of the Hawaii Government Employees 
Association (HGEA).

HEA initiates an annual symposium 
in partnership with local 
universities and colleges to support 
the advisors of high school TAAC 
clubs and teaching academies.

HEA celebrates its centennial 
anniversary and looks ahead to 
the next 100 years of education 
in Hawaii. Amid the global 
COVID-19 pandemic, HEA seeks 
to raise awareness through the 
#MyAwesomeTeacher campaign 
about the life-changing impact 
of teachers and the need for 
community support. Innovative 
new programs for educators are 
in development. Stay tuned for 
more to come!

Representatives from 
fi ve, county-level teacher 
associations gather in Honolulu 
and establish the Hawaii 
Education Association. The 
groups previously negotiated 
on behalf of their own members 
but a Territorial lawmaker 
advises them to negotiate 
collectively for comparable 
wages and physical conditions.

Shigeo Yoshida, HEA 
vice president, uses 
the monthly Hawaii 
Educational Review to promote progressive ideas 
about education. Prominent education reformers who 
attend HEA’s 1939 convention include Miles E. Cary, 
principal of McKinley High School; Benjamin Wist, 
who was dean of the Teachers College and whose 
name now graces UH Manoa’s Wist Hall; artist and 
arts educator Madge Tennent; and Charles Reed 
Hemenway, the educator, Territory Attorney General 
and businessman for whom UH Manoa’s Hemenway 
Hall is named.

U.S. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower signs the Hawaii 
Admission Act, making Hawaii 
the 50th state.

1968-1970

2016

2021

1921 1939 1959

HEA supports collective 
bargaining for educators

First annual symposium 
held for Teaching As A 
Career (TAAC)

HEA celebrates 
centennial

County teacher 
groups unite

HEA advocates 
for education 
reform

Hawaii gains 
statehood

HEA builds a two-story headquarters 
on Kalakaua Avenue near Makaloa 
Street. In addition to administrative 
offi  ces, it provides a large gathering 
place for teachers and retired 
teachers. For a time, the Hawaii 
State Teachers Association (HSTA) 
and the University of Hawaii 
Professional Assembly (UHPA) 
occupy the top fl oor.

1961
HEA moves into new HQ
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I know I could not have taught during this pandemic.  
I was not skilled enough to juggle an in-person classroom and  
a video conferencing classroom either together or separately, 
but thousands of teachers are doing it and I congratulate them.

Though Governor Ige directed all schools to have in-person 
learning, post pandemic education certainly will be different 
from pre-pandemic education. Teachers know this though they 
may not know exactly how. 

It is only fitting as HEA enters its second century, that we look 
at education in the future. 

Let us explore some of the possibilities. There are some things 
we already know. The interaction between an adult and  
a student is critical to a student’s learning, health, and safety.  
No student was hugged by a machine. No student exclaimed 
that they were inspired by a machine.

However, some trends have already surfaced. Remote learning 
will continue to play a part of a student’s education. For some 
students, their whole education experience will be online and 
for other students, one or two hours will be online. And for still 
others, all their education will be in the classroom. But Hawaii 
is not currently equipped to provide highspeed internet to all 
parts of the states so all students will have full access. This is 
particularly true for the rural and neighbor islands.

This raises the question if the State will be prepared to manage 
the new education. For example, the State must be prepared 
to ensure that every public school student has the proper 
equipment to use remote learning. 

Because of childcare issues, students engaged in remote 
learning will require the State to set up remote learning  
centers so parents can go to work rather than stay at home  

to watch their children work on computers. Computer literate 
teachers will supervise those centers. Of course, classroom 
teachers will need to constantly upgrade their computer skills, 
so they can help, guide, and teach their students using the 
latest techniques. 

For those parents or guardians who stay at home, 
homeschooling will grow as more adults are convinced that 
they can do as good a job as any licensed teacher. The State 
will need to rethink its approach to homeschooling and be 
prepared to put the necessary safeguards in place to protect 
the health and safety of homeschoolers as well as advocate for 
their social growth. 

Technology will impact the teacher shortage. In the future, 
some of our teachers will not reside in the state. Teachers 
will be employed on the mainland or even internationally to 
conduct online classes to students in Hawaii. Imagine a teacher 
in Taiwan teaching Mandarin to students in Kona. Or students 
learning trigonometry from a teacher in Massachusetts. This 
will require the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board to think of how 
they will license these remote teachers. 

The challenge for HEA in its second century will be how to 
contact this diverse group of people from parents to remote 
teachers. A second challenge for HEA will be how HEA will 
bring that diverse group of teachers together to share ideas  
and reduce the loneliness of teaching. This will be exacerbated 
by different time zones. 

What Will  
Future Education 
Look Like?
Joan Lee Husted

6  •  Hawaii Education Association

You can add your own ideas about the future  
of education and how HEA can address changes 
and challenges. Please submit your comments  
to hea.office@hawaiieducationassociation.org 
and we can share them with our membership  
and educator community. 



What Will  
Future Education 
Look Like?
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#MyAwesomeTeacher 

Mrs. Kono, 6th Grade English 
Aina Haina Elementary School

“I was already a reader when I got to Mrs. Kono’s class, but she challenged me 
to read better books and to think about them. She also encouraged vocabulary 
development in ways that made it fun. I was a poor kid being raised by a single 
mom in an affluent neighborhood. Not much was expected of me from the school 
system until I got to her class. She expected a lot, but was generous in her 
encouragement as well. She also met all of the kids where they were at. My favorite 
memory of her is that she would sit cross legged on top of her desk and read to us 
from “The Hobbit.” She did all of the voices. That memory will stick with me always.”

Submitted by Stephanie (Sweitzer) Kendrick, Public Policy Advocate

This is #MyAwesomeTeacher

#MyAwesomeTeacher 
Mr. Edwin Ginoza, Science 
Maui High School

“Mr. Ginoza has been a huge influence in my life for more than 35 years. I 
enjoyed his class and his homemade chocolate chip cookies, and chemistry 
came a lot easier for me due to his help in high school. This gave me the 
confidence to pursue chemistry where I eventually took over my father’s class 
(he was also a chemistry teacher, but at Baldwin High School). Throughout my 
career, Mr. Ginoza has supported my professional growth. He got me involved in 
local science workshops, travelling to Wisconsin for a 3-week chemistry course, 
co-teaching AP classes and persuading and helping me to work on getting 
board certified (NBTC). I know that many others can attest to his intelligence, 
generosity, compassion, and genuine desire to share his love of science. 
Several generations on Maui have been very fortunate to have had such an 
influential teacher make such a positive impact on their life.”

Submitted by JoAnn Oshiro, Chemistry Teacher, Maui High School

#MyAwesomeTeacher 
Mr. Paul Knauff, 9th Grade English 
Hawaii Preparatory Academy

“Paul Knauff, my 9th grade English teacher, was the first person 
who got me to think critically. He got me to step outside myself 
and look at the world in an objective way because of the way that 
he taught the classics, like J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in The Rye 
and so many others.”

Submitted by U.S. Representative Ed Case

These stories from our community exemplify the life-changing impact 
that teachers have. See more stories at hawaiieducationassociation.org.



Your donation funds teacher scholarships, professional development 
programs and other initiatives to improve education in our community.  
Thank you for considering a gift to support Hawaii educators.

To Make A Donation:

a. Visit hawaiieducationassociation.org or scan the QR code,

b. Mail a check to 
Hawaii Education Association 
1953 South Beretania Street, Suite 5C 
Honolulu, HI 96826

80%  
of goal

$28,000 GoalHelp Us Reach Our 
Goal By June 30!

1953 South Beretania Street, Suite 5C
Honolulu, HI 96826
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Follow Us on Social Media!
@hawaiieducationassociation

@hawaiieducation

linkedin.com/company/hawaii-education-association

If you desire to make a greater impact with significant tax benefits, we invite you to 
consider charitable giving to HEA through your estate plan. Contact us at 808.949.6657 
or visit hawaiieducationassociation.org for more information.
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