

















This is #MyAwesomeTeacher

These stories from our community exemplify the life-changing impact
that teachers have. See more stories at hawaiieducationassociation.org.

#MyAwesomeTeacher
Mzr. Paul Knauff, 9th Grade English

Hawaii Preparatory Academy

“Paul Knauff, my 9th grade English teacher, was the first person
who got me to think critically. He got me to step outside myself
and look at the world in an objective way because of the way that
he taught the classics, like J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in The Rye
and so many others.”

Submitted by U.S. Representative Ed Case

#MyAwesomeTeacher

Mr. Edwin Ginoza, Science
Maui High School

“Mr. Ginoza has been a huge influence in my life for more than 35 years. |
enjoyed his class and his homemade chocolate chip cookies, and chemistry
came a lot easier for me due to his help in high school. This gave me the
confidence to pursue chemistry where | eventually took over my father’s class
(he was also a chemistry teacher, but at Baldwin High School). Throughout my
career, Mr. Ginoza has supported my professional growth. He got me involved in
local science workshops, travelling to Wisconsin for a 3-week chemistry course,
co-teaching AP classes and persuading and helping me to work on getting
board certified (NBTC). | know that many others can attest to his intelligence,
generosity, compassion, and genuine desire to share his love of science.
Several generations on Maui have been very fortunate to have had such an
influential teacher make such a positive impact on their life.”

Submitted by JoAnn Oshiro, Chemistry Teacher, Maui High School

#MyAwesomeTeacher
Mrs. Kono, 6th Grade English

Aina Haina Elementary School

“| was already a reader when | got to Mrs. Kono’s class, but she challenged me

to read better books and to think about them. She also encouraged vocabulary
development in ways that made it fun. | was a poor kid being raised by a single
mom in an affluent neighborhood. Not much was expected of me from the school
system until | got to her class. She expected a lot, but was generous in her
encouragement as well. She also met all of the kids where they were at. My favorite
memory of her is that she would sit cross legged on top of her desk and read to us
from “The Hobbit.” She did all of the voices. That memory will stick with me always.”

Submitted by Stephanie (Sweitzer) Kendrick, Public Policy Advocate
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Help Us Reach Our $28,000 Goal
Goal By June 30!

Your donation funds teacher scholarships, professional development
programs and other initiatives to improve education in our community.
Thank you for considering a gift to support Hawaii educators.

To Make A Donation:

Visit hawaiieducationassociation.org or scan the QR code,

Mail a check to

Hawaii Education Association

1953 South Beretania Street, Suite 5C
Honolulu, HI 96826

If you desire to make a greater impact with significant tax benefits, we invite you to
consider charitable giving to HEA through your estate plan. Contact us at 808.949.6657
or visit for more information.




