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risten Takamiya, who 
will receive a Bachelor 
of Education degree, 
specializing in music 
from kindergarten to 

grade 12, at the University of Hawaii 
at Manoa this fall, received a $2,000 
HEA Student Teacher scholarship. 
Kristen is student teacher at 
Maryknoll School (grades PK-4) and 
llima Intermediate School.

“I strongly believe that music is our 
universal language and that every 
student should have the right to have 
access to music education just like 
STEM subjects,” she said. “Music 
is an invisible source of information 
that can communicate feelings and 
messages that everyone can relate 
to in one shape or another.”

Kristen is a collegiate member of 
the National Association of Music 
Education, Hawaii Music Educators 
Association, and Hawaii Orff 
Schulwerk Association.

The other Student Teacher 
scholarship for $2,000 was awarded

to Serena Torres-Lopez, who is 
currently pursuing a Bachelor of 
Education degree, with a focus on 
elementary education, from the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa and 
expected to graduate next year. She 
will be student teaching at Honowai 
Elementary School in Waipahu.

“I have found a joy and affinity for 

K
Student Teacher Scholarships

helping students,” Serena said. “I 
know all students have the capability 
to reach their fullest potential, and 
I want to be a teacher who will help 
students achieve that success. 
Education is forever changing, and 
there are always new strategies and 
practices that can be implemented 
to help our diverse school 
communities,” she said.

Kristen Takamiya Serena Torres-Lopez

Lau, Terry W T (Endowed Scholarship)
Lee, Patricia Y 
Lee, Jane E (HSTA-R Scholarship)
Loo, Mee Quai P (HEA Scholarship)
Lum, Carole J 
MacPherson, D. Neal (Endowed Scholarship)
Martin, Aida (Endowed Scholarship)
Matsubara, Carolyn H
Matsuda, Florence M  
  (Annual Drive, HEA Scholarship)
Matsumoto, Linda (HSTA-R Scholarship)
Miyamura, Mona Y (HSTA-R Scholarship)
Miyasato, Shizue (HEA Scholarship)
Miyashita, Genevieve
Moore, Laverne A (Endowed Scholarship)
Morikawa, Marilyn M
Murata, Charlene S 
Nagamine, Evelyn  (HEA Scholarship)
Nagasako, Leroy K 
Nakai, Thomas M & Janet

Nakama, Mildred S 
  (Annual Drive, HEA Scholarship)
Niitani, Janet S 
Nohara, Carole T (Endowed Scholarship)
Ogino, Carol K (HSTA-R Scholarship)
Okuna, Inga Park (Endowed Scholarship)
Okunami, Sue F (HEA Scholarship)
Oshiro, Ralph H 
Oshiro, Mildred Y 
Oumaye, Janice E (HSTA-R Scholarship)
Oyama, Richard S 
Pang, Norman K Y 
Pescador, Karen A
Rabanal, Mee Chai P 
Reitsperger, Diane (HSTA-R Scholarship)
Saifuku, Naomi 
Saiki, Elaine H 
Saito, Mary Ann 
Sakata, Masako K 
Saranchock, Judith Y (Endowed Scholarship)
Schneider, Ellen M 
Seto, Phyllis Y 
Shikada, Ichiro 
Shimabukuro, Alton M

Shimamoto, Linda S
Shimazu, Shigeko (HEA Scholarship)
Shintani, Cheryl (HEA Scholarship)
Sosa, Gwynn 
Sukita, Midori D 
Tagawa, Marilyn Y 
Takaba, Karen Y 
Takayama, Amy Y 
Tanji, Barbara Mikie 
Taura, Juliette K 
Toda, Katherine 
Udo, Lillian K 
Uehara, Claire S (HSTA-R Scholarship)
Wong, Jeanette L 
Yamada, Barbara-Ann (HSTA-R Scholarship)
Yamada, James Y & Grace S
Yamada, Jo-Anne A
Yamada, Nancy T 
Yamamoto, Nancy A 
Yanagi, Jacqueline 
Yoshimori, James S 
Yotsuda, Daniel H

Mahalo to Our Generous Donors
Continued from page 5
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wo recent Kauai High 
School graduates, 
who are both pursuing 
engineering, each 
received a $2,000 

HEA scholarship.

Elias Casillas plans to attend Hope 
College in Holland, Michigan, where 
he will study mechanical engineering 
or aeronautics.

“My interest in engineering probably 
started as early as elementary 
school when I won the outstanding 
math Olympiad award,” Elias said. 
“When I entered high school, there 
were academy systems in place 
and I had to select an area to focus 
on and I selected engineering. If I 
were to become an engineer, I would 
welcome the challenge and be proud 
to use the mathematical skills.”

“This scholarship will help me reach 
my goal of desiring to be an engineer. 
Both my parents are full-time public 
school teachers and they both work a 
second job to pay for my siblings and 
I to go to college. So, receiving this 
scholarship would help lighten the 
load.”

With a CTE Honors in engineering, 
Colton Mills, Elias’ classmate, will 
be pursuing a degree in mechanical 
engineering from the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa with the support of 
$2,000 HEA scholarship. 

While in high school, Colton took 
classes in engineering technologies 
as part of Kauai High School’s 
Academy of Innovation and Design at 
Kauai High School. This jump started 
his understanding of engineering 
and allowed him to accelerate his 
proficiency in computer-aided design 
software used by many engineering 
industries.

High School Student Scholarships

T

Elias Casillas, center, with his parents Dante and Wendy Casillas, who are 
HEA members. 

Colton Mills, second from left, with his mom, Marcia Montayre, left, and his 
grandparents Dr. Mitsugi and Marjorie Nakashima, right. Colton, his mom and 
grandparents are all HEA members.

Each year, HEA offers two $2,000 scholarships to deserving high school 
seniors who are HEA members or the children or grandchildren of HEA 
members, preferably those pursuing teaching. Members must be in good 
standing and members for at least one year.
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Hiroshi & Barbara Kim Yamashita/HEA Scholarship

T

Teige Keikilani Lorenzo-Akamu

my community in Kohala to teach 
the children there, and contribute to 
the educational development of my 
hometown.”

eige Keikilani Lorenzo-
Akamu, a junior at 
Grand Canyon University 
in Phoenix, Arizona, is 
pursuing early childhood 

education as her major because of 
her strong desire to give back to the 
community and provide students 
with the quality education they 
deserve. HEA awarded her a $2,000 
scholarship to support her efforts.

“I strongly believe in the power 
of education, particularly during 
a child's developing years. By 
majoring in early childhood 
education, I aim to play a crucial 
role in shaping the minds of 
young learners and nurturing 
their potential,” Teige said. “My 
future plans align closely with this 
aspiration, as I intend to return to 

HEA Offering $200 Grants 
for All TAAC High Schools

If your Department of Education 
high school has a Teaching As 
A Career program to support 
your school’s club or Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) 
pathways, you could be eligible to 
receive a $200 HEA grant. 

Since 2015, HEA, in partnership 
with Pi Lamba Theta Beta Hawaii 
Chapter, has given grants to 
help schools develop and build 
programs to encourage more 
students to enter the teaching 
profession.

Deadline to apply for the grants 
is November 30, 2024. For more 
information and application forms, 
contact the HEA at (808) 949-
6657. Neighbor island residents 
may call toll-free at (866) 
653-9372.
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